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Women Vote Welle Leadership Panel

A panel discussion with
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Josh Welle is a U.S. Navy veteran, entrepreneur and Democratic candidate for
New Jersey’s Fourth Congressional District.

Born and raised in Monmouth County, New Jersey, Josh graduated from Wall
Township High School in 1997 and was then appointed to the U.S. Naval
Academy in Annapolis, MD, graduating in 2002. Following commissioning, he
served 12 years with missions to Iraq and Afghanistan. He also served
overseas deployments in Africa, Asia and Europe for anti-piracy,
counterterrorism and global peacekeeping operations. In 2015, after earning
1 the rank of Commander, Josh transitioned to the U.S. Navy Reserve.

Josh entered the private sector in 2015 and quickly combined his firsthand
experience managing and overseeing security protocols for hundreds of sailors
with his interest in technology. He founded a software company focused on developing mobile solutions for the
Department of Defense and other large enterprises. Josh has earned three Master’s degrees: in Public
Administration from Harvard University and Business Administration and International Relations from
University of Maryland, College Park.

Ready to serve his country out of uniform, Josh announced his candidacy to represent his home, New Jersey’s
Fourth District, in the U.S. Congress. Josh is leveraging his life experience in the military and in starting a
business from the ground up to advocate for strengthening our security at home and abroad, bolstering
economic growth in the new global economy and protecting and improving the healthcare system so every
New Jerseyan can get access to quality care they can afford.

Claudette Herring and Lauren Phillips are partners and chef/owners. Claudette was born in Pisa,
Italy, bringing her mother’s philosophy to the kitchen: the idea of shopping each morning for that
night’s dinner — of deciding at the market what your meal for the night will be. Similarly, Lauren also
remembers going to the butcher/fish market with her mom. Together, these women proudly share
their passion for food and family.

Mary Gatta has spent her career studying the effects of America’s workforce policies on women and
their families. She has the research to prove that America needs a more flexible system, one that is
less discriminatory and more human, and that our future prosperity will be better for it. She is the
author of Not Just Getting By: The New Era of Flexible Workforce Development and Juggling Food
and Feelings: Emotional Balance in the Workplace. Her book Waiting on Retirement: Aging and
Economic Insecurity in Low Wage Work, on the experiences of older low wage workers as they
march toward a semblance of retirement, will be available Oct 2018 from Stanford University Press.

Gilda Rogers is an award-winning journalist and author of the recently released book “Out of the
Ashes Came Hope,” the memoir of Monsignor William J. Linder, the founder of New Community
Corporation, in Newark. Gilda is an executive producer and one of the playwrights of
“‘SUPERNATURAL: THE PLAY” that debuted at Crossroads Theater, New Brunswick and Off-
Broadway at Players Theater, NYC, and had a long-run in L.A. She started her art career as a window
dresser, fashion coordinator, interior decorator and visual artist for several national retail chains. Gilda
also teaches composition and research writing, as an adjunct professor at Brookdale Community
College, and she is the proud mother of a daughter.

Meghan Reynolds is a Partner with TPG, a global alternative investment firm, based in New York,
where she serves as Co-Head of Fundraising. She also serves as a senior sponsor of the Firm’s
Diversity & Inclusion Committee. She joined TPG in 2010 from the Alternative Investments & Manager
Selection (AIMS) Group at Goldman Sachs, where she was a Vice President and Co-Chief Operating
Officer of Product Management for AIMS businesses globally. Meghan received her B.A. from the
University of Notre Dame. She has served on the board of ScholarMatch, a not-for-profit that provides
free college counseling resources and services for aspiring college students from low-income families.
She lives in Spring Lake, New Jersey with her husband and two children, Maeve (6) and Connor (4).




