
Minutes from Immigration Committee June 17, 2019 

Meeting was held at the Shrewsbury Historical Society.  There were 16 people in attendance  

I. Housekeeping 

A. Reimbursement for frames bought for ESL end of semester certificates 

B. Reimbursement for printer ink cartridges 

 

II. Education Committee 

A. End of year ESL Levels  1 and 2 party held on 6/11 was great.  The food was 

delicious; we danced and ate the night away. 

B. ESL class trip to the Holocaust Center at Brookdale CC is scheduled for 6/18. 

C. Possible plan for a bi-lingual sewing class to start in the fall.  Goal of the class is 

to teach practical sewing skills using a sewing machine that could also be a 

source of income for the students.  Ellen is speaking with a seamstress 

(Consuela) to see what is possible.  We would need to fundraise to obtain sewing 

machines for the students.  The class would be held at St. Thomas 

 

D. Next Education Committee Meeting is June 25 at 10:00 at Rochelle’s house 

III. DIRE 

A. Reviewed our purpose in forming the DIRE team.  We have based it on the 

Highland Park model but does that work for Red Bank? 

B. Sherri continues to update her information on housing and mental health services 

for undocumented persons 

C. Carla updated the group on her visit with Ellen to meet with P. whose spouse is 

in detention.  Her most pressing need is financial.  A meeting was set up at St. 

Anthony’s  Outreach however P. did not attend, Carla believes that P. is afraid of 

doing anything that might jeopardize her husband’s chance of being released 

D. Judy reported on another case in Newark where a woman who has a child with 

serious health issues was brought before the deportation judge.  She was 

represented by AFSC and a group of 40 people came to support her.  Letters of 

support were obtained from religious leaders.  She was given a 30 day stay by 

the judge who has 60 letters of support for her to receive permission to remain in 

the USA 

E. We all took DIRE flyers to give to workers at The Atlantic Club, YMCA and the 

VNA  

F. Next DIRE meeting is June 27 from 7:00-8:30 at St. Thomas 

 

IV. Advocacy 

A. Janet will listen to the NJ Drive conference call and update the group at next 

meeting 

B. Itzel  predicted that the bill for licensing will come up for a vote before 12/31 but 

not till after November elections 

C. Itzel reported on the Dreamers who went to Washington DC to advocate for the 

reinstatement of advance parole.  Advance parole allows judges to “exercise 



discretion” and give Dreamers permission to leave the country for humanitarian, 

employment and/or educational purposes and then re-enter the USA.  The 

Dreamers continue to be models of self-determination and hope. 

 

V. Mexican Consulate 

A. Betsy distributed the calendar for the July 9-13 visit.  Set up for the visit is on 

Monday July 8. 

B. We open the doors at 8:30 to let people in. 

 

VI. Other 

A. Crossing Borders Festival opening party will be at St. Thomas Church on July 28 

from 1:00-3:00. Judi O’K is organizing and hosting this event in coordination with 

Two River Theater 

B. Ellen and Betsy met with Deacon Joe and Deacon Clive who expressed their 

support of the Immigration Committee services within the Church. 

Next meeting is on July 22 at 7:00 at Shrewsbury Historical Society, 419 Sycamore Ave., 

Shrewsbury 

Submitted by Rochelle 

 


